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The Combs and Finborough Benefice 
Buxhall, Combs, Gt and Lt Finborough, Harleston, 

Onehouse and Shelland 
 

Rector: The Revd Sarah Jenkins  
The Rectory, Poplar Hill, Stowmarket IP14 2AY  |  01449 676065 

Associate Priest: The Revd Canon Pauline Higham 
The Rectory, Woodland Close, Onehouse IP14 3HL  |  01449 771791 

Zoom services: For details please contact the Revd Canon Pauline Higham  
paulinehigham@googlemail.com 

   
Services in October 2025 

 

5 October: The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity  
9.00 am Holy Communion     Little Finborough 
9.30 am Spiritual Communion    Zoom Meeting 
9.30 am  Morning Worship    Harleston 
11.00 am  All Age Worship    Combs 

12 October: The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
9.30 am Morning Worship    Shelland 
9.30 am Holy Communion    Buxhall 
11.00 am Holy Communion    Onehouse 
11.00 am Morning Worship    Great Finborough 
19 October: The Feast of St Luke, the Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 
9.30 am Holy Communion    Harleston 
11.00 am  Family Communion    Combs 
3.00pm Healing & Wholeness Service   Great Finborough 
6.00 pm Choral Evensong with Buxhall Choir   Little Finborough 

26 October: The Last Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am  Morning Worship    Buxhall 
9.30 am  Holy Communion    Shelland 
11.00 am Morning Worship    Onehouse 
11.00 am Holy Communion    Great Finborough 
  

 

Weekday Church Services  
Holy Communion  9.30am Wednesdays     Trinity Hall, Onehouse 

Morning Prayer     10.00am Saturdays         Zoom Meeting 

All Welcome!   
Whether you are a regular worshipper or a visitor to our churches, you 

will find a warm welcome at all of our services 

mailto:paulinehigham@googlemail.com
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                            Buxhall WI 

We have a membership of 51 and meet at Buxhall village 
hall on the third Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm. 

The Summer is closing in, nights drawing in and fields 
looking bare. We have had a wonderful summer at 

Buxhall WI from a Summer party, SARS giving lessons on first aid and being 
a bystander to Silent Witness. Mary Newton a retired forensic scientist who 
joined the police in 1979 and retired in 2019. She talked about two well 
known cases and how they gained the evidence which led to the 
prosecutions. Sellotape is the key to gaining evidence! An excellent speaker. 

Speakers/Events:  

15 October 2025 - Fast’n’Furious or… Steve Green (How to drive sensibly)  

Jill Scarff  

jill@scarff.co.uk   

Fun Quiz 

Saturday 18 October is the date to 

put in your diaries for the next 

Buxhall Fun Quiz, 7.30pm in the 

Village Hall.  £5.00 per person, 

teams of up to six people.  Please 

bring own drinks, glasses and 

nibbles. 

To avoid disappointment, do book by 17 October by ringing Mim or 

Keith on 736598. 

Offers of draw prizes will be greatly appreciated.  In aid of the hall 

refurbishment.  
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Deadline for the November 2025 issue:  

15th October 2025 

Editor: Lesley Steed     Telephone: 01449 737991 

E-mail: lesleyann.steed@gmail.com 

Please note that articles and advertisements are individual contributions 

and do not necessarily represent the views of Buxhall Parochial Church 

Council or Buxhall Parish Council.  The Editor’s decision is final. 

Advertising 

To advertise or for invoice queries, please email Paul Langridge at 

langrookcott@yahoo.co.uk or phone 01449 736560.  An electronic version of 

your advert—sized to fit an A5 page —is ideal as it will then be nice and crisp! 

However, we will be happy to help you publish any other format.   

Current rates are:       

¼ page  £7 / issue ½ page  £9 / issue Full page  £13 / issue 

St Mary’s Parish Church contacts 

Rector 

The Revd Sarah Jenkins   The Rectory, 135 Poplar Hill, Combs IP14 2AY 

     revdsarahjenkins@gmail.com | 01449 676065 

Associate Priest  

The Revd Canon Pauline Higham  paulinehigham@googlemail.com 771791  
 

Churchwardens:  

  Mr David Steed   737991 

  Mr David King   737405 

Lay Elder:   

  Mrs Gill Ling   613523  

Readers: 

  Mr Ray Taylor   613343 

  Mr Rod Higham   771791 

All of the ministry team of this benefice are available for pastoral care - 

to offer a space to talk informally, to offer support and prayer. 
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Letter from the Rector 

In the life of our churches October is the month when we take stock of the 
activities that took place over the summer – weddings, baptisms, fetes and 
other fundraising events, and in September, harvest festivals – and then 
begin to prepare ourselves for what is to come before the end of the year – 
Remembrance, Advent and finally Christmas. 

And as we will be doing in our own gardens at this time of year, we will also 
be taking time to tidy up our churchyards and churches in preparation for 
the seasons ahead.  On Saturday 11 October at Onehouse church, from 
9.00am to 12.00pm, there will be a working party clearing up the 
churchyard.  If you’d like to come along please do, and refreshments will be 
available.  For further details please contact Andrew Sykes on 01449 675834 
and, needless to say, all help will be gratefully received! 

And on Saturday, 18 October at 11.00am, there will be an opportunity to join 
an Autumn Walk at Little Finborough church.  A guide will lead a walk 
through the surrounding countryside so that the beauty of the autumn 
colours can be admired, then back at the church there will be light lunches 
and hot drinks available in aid of church funds.  Do come and join us if you 
can. 

Alongside church buildings, our churchyards are havens for wildlife, plants 
and trees.  They also offer quiet reflective spaces for visitors to spend time 
with their own thoughts amongst nature, allowing us to stop for a moment 
in the busyness of our lives and breathe.  So if you haven’t had an 
opportunity to explore your local churchyard, perhaps think of popping along 
for some quiet time and to make the most of the peace and the space. 

With blessings 

Revd Sarah 
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CHARISMA HAIR  
86a Forest Road, Onehouse, Stowmarket 

01449 677202  |  charismahair.co.uk 

Full range of styling and colouring 

OPI manicures including gel polish 

Eyebrow tint and shape 

Closed on Mondays and Tuesdays 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.healutah.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F03%2Fhair-dryer-clipart-1-247x300.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.healutah.org%2Fblow-dryers-true-climate-change-culprit%2F&docid=wrEtoiYMPjP2LM&tbnid=TcEVJGE_
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Buxhall and Great Finborough 

‘Candlestick Club’ 

The Candlestick Club is for residents from Buxhall and 
its surrounding villages. Everyone is welcome! 

First 2025 Bingo Afternoon 

1 October Bingo and refreshments at Buxhall Village Hall   

Free Entry 

The first bingo afternoon of 2025 is being held on Wednesday 1 October at 
Buxhall Village Hall between 2.00pm - 4.00pm. There will be light 
refreshments, bingo and a raffle.  

Please do come along, everyone is welcome! 

                News from Little Ernie 

                    Congratulations to the  

                September 2025 Draw winners 

 Ada Martin    (130)   First Prize  £30 

 David Fletcher   (91)   Second Prize £20 

 Vincent Belcher   (162)  Third Prize  £10 

 Joseph Barrere   (10)   Fourth Prize £10 

The draw was made at Bingo on 16 September 2025. 

   Thank you all for supporting the Little Ernie Prize Draw 
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Buxhall Village Hall  

Monday 27 October from 

2.00-4.00pm   

It’s a great source of information as well as a chance for a 

chat and some company over free tea, coffee and delicious 

cake.  

You are welcome to bring your own chair and mug should you 

wish.    

Anyone and everyone welcome! 
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Buxhall Village Hall Hire 

All hire charges are based on an hourly rate with a minimum two-hour 
charge. When booking times please include time required to set up and 
clear away.    
 

Electric is not included within the hire fee. This is operated via meters 
which accept £1 and £2 coins.  

All the information about the hall, including hire charges and conditions of 
hire are available online at https://buxhall.onesuffolk.net/village-hall 

Hourly Rate Hall only Hall & Kitchen 

Non-residents  £8.00 £11.00 

Residents and village              
organisations (15% discount) 

£6.80 £9.35 

Commercial  £10.00 £15.00 

Buxhall Parish Council news 

Now the weather is changing and nesting season is over, Buxhall Parish 
Council would like to remind residents of their legal responsibility to maintain 
hedges adjacent to public roads and pavements. This way we can ensure 
visibility and accessibility for all road and path users.  If neglected hedges 
become a significant hazard, we will contact the owner or refer the issue to 
Suffolk Highways for formal action. 

There has been a report of dumped garden waste along the footpath 
running between Mill Road and Brettenham Road. This has been reported to 
MSDC as unfortunately it’s blocking the ditch and parts of the path. All 
garden waste should be disposed of appropriately – either via your brown 
bin or a trip to the waste recycling centre. Even garden waste counts as fly 
tipping! 

Thank you, 

Rachel Belcher-Nairn 
Buxhall Parish Clerk 
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St Mary’s Church, Buxhall 

If you would like to donate to the upkeep of St 
Mary’s Church, Buxhall, you can scan the QR code 
to make a donation, or phone David King (01449 
737405) to talk about regular giving.  Thank you! 

Buxhall Parish Council on Facebook 

You can now follow the Parish Council on Facebook at 
‘Buxhall Parish Council’.  Minutes of meetings can be 
found at http://buxhall.onesuffolk.net/ 

http://buxhall.onesuffolk.net/
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Buxhall and District Community Council 

BANGERS, BEANS & BINGO 

Buxhall Village Hall   

 Saturday 22 November at 7.00pm 

Tickets: Adult £5.00 

              Child £2.50  

(6 games of Bingo for £10.00) 

Includes Raffle 

Bring your own drinks 

Book your place with Mim & Keith: 01449 736598 
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Great Finborough and District Garden Club  

The new Garden Club year 2025/26 has now officially started, with the 
Annual General Meeting held on 11 September. The Chairman’s report 
reviewed the past year which included a variety of talks for members, a 
Christmas wreath-making workshop, our highly successful Open Gardens 
and our summer members’ BBQ. 

The Chair offered thanks to Mary Smyth, who has now stepped down 
from the committee, for her continued hard work in making the club a 
success. Mary has been involved in the Club from the beginning and her 
continued support has been invaluable and is much appreciated by the 
committee.  

Ann Basey-Fisher has resigned her role as Membership Secretary and 
she was thanked for her contribution to keeping the membership list up 
to date and for her involvement in supporting all our events.  

We welcomed Amanda Braham whose position as a new committee 
member was confirmed at the meeting. The other members of the 
committee remain in post, with Peter Turner having being re-elected as 
chair.  

Members are reminded that subscriptions for the year 2025/26 are now 
due, at £20.00 per household for members and £5 for guests at our 
meetings.  

Following the formal part of the evening we listened to an interesting 
talk from Spencer Campbell about supporting British Farmers. Spencer 
lives in Great Finborough and talked not just about the challenges of 
farming but also about how farmers do much more than just grow crops. 
Spencer’s talk was engaging and gave us all things to think about.  

Our meeting wouldn’t be complete without some food and so we 
concluded with a celebration of the British apple. What better way to do 
this than to taste some apple-based treats.  

The next meeting will be on 9 October at 7.30 pm  

Finally, if you are interested in joining the garden club or would like to 
join us for any event you will be very welcome. For further information 
contact: Cath Walker on 07843 191101 or cathwalker85@gmail.com. 
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Whist  

Whist drives are held on the 1st and 3rd Friday 
afternoons at 2.00pm in the village hall.  Only 
£1.50p for 3 hours social entertainment and you 
could go home a winner. Any beginners who would 
like to learn can contact Mim on 736598.  
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The Nutshell · Milton Road South · Stowmarket · IP14 1EZ 
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St Andrew’s Church Autumn Supper  

at Pettiward Hall  29 November, 6.30pm for 7.00pm. 

£23/person to include 3-course menu.   

Raffle tickets on sale during the evening. 

……………………………………………………………. 

Starters 

Game terrine with green salad & sourdough toast 

Salmon mousse with green salad & brown bread 

Broccoli & stilton soup & roll 

Mains 

Venison casserole, dauphinoise potatoes & veg 

Coq au vin, dauphinoise potatoes & veg 

Mushroom stroganoff, dauphinoise potatoes & veg 

Desserts 

Lemon & passion fruit cheesecake  

Chocolate brownies & ice cream 

Fruit salad 

Cheese board 

…………………………………………………………………….. 

Tickets available from Peter Turner p.turner125@btinternet.com 

Please give your menu selections with your bookings 

Payments can be made via BACS to St Andrews Church Great Finborough, 
TSB Bank, sort code 30-98-23 account no. 24197060. 

or by cheque to St Andrew’s Church Great Finborough. 

mailto:p.turner125@btinternet.com
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Buxhall and District Community Council 

Buxhall Village Show 

As one of our visitors commented, “A good traditional produce show with a 
lovely atmosphere.” The BCC would therefore like to extend a special thank 
you to the exhibitors, judges, Buxhall WI, our volunteers, our composting 
exhibitor, everyone who donated prizes and all our visitors for helping to 
make the event a success. It was good to see so many of our visitors stay 
to experience the full afternoon of viewing the exhibits, enjoying afternoon 
tea and cake followed by the finale of the presentation of awards, auction 
and raffle draw.  

We are delighted that the entry numbers and individual exhibits continue 
to increase year on year, facts we thought you’d like us to share with you.   

 
. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENTRANTS  2023 2024 2025 

Adult entries 26 33 38 

  Children 7- entries 7 6 4 

Children 8+ entries 3 5 8 

Total entries 36 44 50 

EXHIBITS 2023 2024 2025 

Vegetables 29 29 47 

Fruit 10 15 24 

Flowers 14 13 18 

Baked Goods 7 13 26 

Preserves 5 6 15 

Photography 8 27 38 

Arts and Crafts 9 13 16 

Children 7 and under 8 6 7 

Children 8 and above 7 5 9 

Garden humour 3 6 7 

 100 133 207 
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Stowmarket Striders September Update 
From Summer Trails to Autumn Races: Exciting Things Ahead 

Autumn has officially arrived, bringing 
with it the close of our summer trail 
runs. This season's trails were a great 
success, with old favourites returning 
alongside brand-new routes. A big 
thank you to everyone who hosted, 
walked, and ran the routes - you've 
helped raise an amazing £700 for our 
three chosen charities. To round off this 
year's trail runs, we held a presentation 
evening where the club presented 
cheques to Café on the Rec, 
Stowmarket Food Bank, and Red Rose Community Farm. 

The club is now busy preparing for a whole host of activities, including our 
Scenic Seven race on Remembrance Sunday, the upcoming cross-country 
season, and the epic Hereward Relay - a firm club favourite team event. On 
top of that, we're also working on a brand-new 10k route to accompany our 
March half-marathon, starting from Stowupland. Keep an eye out for more 
news on this soon! For anyone considering the Scenic Seven, you'll need to 
be quick - at the time of writing there are only 70 places left, and the race 
never fails to sell out. For full race details and to enter, visit: 
stowmarketstriders.org.uk 

Finally, a big shout-out to our autumn marathon runners, who are now in 
the final stages of their training, with races such as the Chester Marathon 
taking place on 5 October. Good luck to all Striders, and any runners reading 
this, it's time to trust your training and enjoy the race! 

About Stowmarket Striders Running Club: Stowmarket Striders meets 
year-round on Tuesday and Thursday evenings and holds Sunday morning 
cross-country sessions during the winter months. The club also organises 
regular social runs, encouraging members to boost their mental health and 
well-being through the friendship and fitness benefits of running. 

For more details on joining or upcoming events, please visit: 
stowmarketstriders.org.uk 
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Rattlesden & District Community Shop  

and Post Office 

We are your local community shop, 
run entirely by volunteers. 

We aim to stock local produce and we 
have recently introduced cooked and 
frozen meat from Thurston Butchers. 

We stock daily and Sunday papers and 
are open on Sunday morning for 
papers and all other goods.  

Orders can be taken for papers and magazines.  

We take credit and debit cards and have introduced a 
loyalty card for customers. £5 purchase gets a stamp 
and a book of 10 stamps entitles you to £2 off your 
next purchases. 

Post Office services include cash/foreign currency, 
home shopping returns, dry cleaning, shoe repairs and 
flower deliveries. 

The shop (phone 01449 736199) is open: 

Weekdays: 9.00am to 5.00pm 

Saturdays: 9.00am to 1.00pm  

Sundays: 9.00am to 11.00am.  

The Post Office (phone 01449 736197) is open:  

Weekdays: 9.00am to 1.00pm  

Saturdays: 9.00am to 12.30pm   
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Great Finborough Village Hall  

Events for your diaries 

The Pettiward Hall Committee are delighted to invite you to join us at 
the following community building events:  

• Saturday 4 October: QUIZ NIGHT – A fun quiz night is 
promised with quizmaster Simon Tarabella.  Bring your own drinks 
and snacks.  Just £5 a head.  Six per table.  Proceeds to  be 
shared between the Pettiward Hall and our local community First 
Responders.  Doors 6.00pm, quiz at 6.30pm. Tickets from Cathy 
Morgan: pettiwardhallbookings@gmail.com 

• Saturday 1 November: BEER & FIZZ NIGHT – As the nights 
draw in, why not join us for a mini beer and fizz festival with 
thanks to Adam Brown for agreeing to be our licensee.  Further 
details to follow in next month’s newsletter!  If you can help with 
planning, setting up or serving on the night please get in touch 
with Cathy Morgan: pettiwardhallbookings@gmail.com     

• Saturday 29 November: AUTUMN SUPPER – The annual 
fundraiser for St Andrew’s Church is always an excellent culinary 
event!  Just £22 a head for three courses and wonderful company.  
Bring your own drinks.  Further details to follow in next month’s 
newsletter!  Please book your places with (and offer help to) Peter 
Turner: p.turner125@btinternet.com.   

• Sunday 28 December: TWIXTMAS QUIZ – Escape the last of 
the turkey and join us for a quiz night looking back over the last 
year (and celebrating the best cracker jokes of the season) with 
quizmaster Simon Tarabella.  Bring your own drinks and snacks.  
Just £5 a head.  Six per table.  Proceeds will be shared between 
the Pettiward Hall and our local community First Responders.  
Doors 4.00pm, quiz starts at 4.30pm. Tickets from Cathy Morgan: 
pettiwardhallbookings@gmail.com 

Please get in touch with Cathy Morgan if you would like to offer help 
with the events above or run your own events in 2026! 

mailto:pettiwardhallbookings@gmail.com
mailto:pettiwardhallbookings@gmail.com
mailto:p.turner125@btinternet.com
mailto:pettiwardhallbookings@gmail.com
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 Visit our local cinema for an 
exciting programme of films, 

stage and comedy! 

01449 612825 
regal@stowmarket.org 

 
 
Downton Abbey—The Grand Finale 25 Sep—9 Oct    
We follow the Crawley family as they navigate personal and financial 
challenges in the 1930s, culminating in a heartfelt farewell to the 
beloved series. 
In this final instalment of the Downton Abbey saga, the story unfolds 
as the Crawley family faces significant turmoil. Mary Crawley finds 
herself at the centre of a public scandal that threatens the family's 
reputation, while the entire household grapples with financial 
difficulties. The looming threat of social disgrace forces the Crawleys 
to confront their past and embrace change as they prepare for a new 
chapter in their lives 

Comedy Nights at The Regal  9 Oct 
Funhouse Comedy Club is back at The Regal, Stowmarket on 
Thursday October 9th for another night full of laughter. Topping the 
bill is Bob Mills a seasoned comedian with a career spanning decades, 
known for his sharp wit, storytelling prowess, and engaging stage 
presence. His observational humour, often infused with a touch of 
cynicism and irony, resonates with audiences of all backgrounds. 
Opening the night will be the jaunty and engaging Danny Ward, 
winner of ‘Amused Moose Laughter Award People’s Choice’ at the 
Edinburgh Festival. Regular opening act on Mark Simmons theatre 
tours. Entertaining the crowds with his wonderful observations and 
amusingly smart comments, his laid-back style and extraordinary 
structure of words are a breath of fresh air. Completing the line-up is 
the high octane musical comedian Ashley Frieze, with his entertaining 
quick-fire lyrics. Compere for the night will be the quick-witted and 
likeable Paul Revill. 
7.00pm doors  
7.30pm show  
10.15pm ends 



29 

 Box Office Opening Times 

Mon - Fri 11:30am to 9:00pm 

Sat - Sun 10:00am to 9:00pm 

Telephone Booking Times 

Mon - Sun 4:00pm - 5:00pm 

The Witch Who Couldn’t Sleep 19 Oct 
We are thrilled to welcome this new Story Time family musical, an 
amazing follow-up to A Big Egg which our audience loved when it 
came to us in April.  
Being a witch is super exciting. There's always so much to do and so 
much fun to be had. Especially around Halloween. And maybe that's 
why Natascha The Witch can't sleep... Can anyone, or anything, help 
her drift off?  
Based on a story from Steven Lee's best selling "How The Koala 
Learnt To Hug and Other Australian Fairytales" this gentle, 
heartwarming show is just what you need to enjoy a cosy, cuddly 
time together with your family. So pop on your favourite pyjamas and 
come join us for this enchanting sing-along musical presented with a 
magical mixture of live action, music and animation.  
Perfect for ages 2-102! Audience reviews for A Big Egg:  
 ‘It was just right for our young ones, a great show. We all loved it.’ 
‘A most enjoyable afternoon for our grandchildren.’  
 ‘Brilliant, the actor was so good.’  
 “The children were absolutely gripped throughout.” 
 
Disney Junior Cinema Club 2025 25 Oct—1 Nov 
An unmissable big-screen adventure for little ones with an hour-long 
cinema experience, featuring Disney’s Mickey Mouse and friends, 
Marvel’s Spidey and Iron Man, plus SuperKitties, Bluey and more! 
Whether it’s their first time in the cinema, or they regularly enjoy the 
movies, it’s something you can enjoy together as a family, and you’re 
encouraged to join in! DISNEY JUNIOR CINEMA CLUB 2025 brings 
together songs, dancing, interactive games, and episodes for your pre
-schoolers from late October for a limited time only. 
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Diary Dates for October 2025 

1 October  Candlestick Club Bingo     p7 

4 October  Quiz night—Great Finborough   p26 

9 October  Garden Club       p15 

11 October  Buxhall Tea Room     p19 

11 October  Quiz night—Shelland     p27 

15 September Buxhall Broadcast deadline    p4 

18 October  Quiz night—Buxhall     p3 

24 October  ‘The Buxhall Bell’      p23 

27 October  Rural Coffee Caravan      p8 

31 October  A night with Andy Ax—The Bald Bublé  p9 

 

Diary Dates for November 2025 

1 November  Beer & Fizz—Great Finborough   p26 

7 November Calendar photo submission deadline  p25  

15 November Buxhall Broadcast deadline    p4 

15 November Buxhall Tea Room and Christmas Fayre  p17/19 

22 November Bangers, Beans and Bingo    p13 

29 November Autumn Supper—Great Finborough  p20 

 

For your Diary  

13 December Buxhall Tea Room     p19 

28 December Christmas Quiz—Great Finborough  p26 

 

 

1st and 3rd Fridays every month  Whist        p17 
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